ANTHROPOLOGY OF THE SENSES (ANTHR 485/521)

Winter 2011

M 12-2:50, ESB 1-31

Professor: Helen Vallianatos

Office: Tory 13-22

Phone: 492-0132
Email: vallianatos@ualberta.ca

Office Hours:  Tuesday 2:00-3:30 PM or by appointment

This seminar examines how the senses are understood and constructed theoretically and in cross-culturally context. We will focus on understanding everyday sensory worlds and how these vary across time and space, consider how the senses shape the aesthetics of everyday life, and examine the implications for wellness, health and healing. The goals of the class are:


•
to become knowledgeable of diverse sensory worlds;


•
to understand how sensory understandings shape ideas of bodies, health and healing;


•
to understand how theoretical perspectives shape how we make sense of the senses;


•
to build critical analysis skills.

This seminar is reading and writing intensive, and students are expected to be active participants in the classroom. Discussions will be an important component of the class, and allow us to collectively reflect on the texts. In reading the texts, each of us interprets the authors’ words based on our own life experiences as well as past academic experiences and learnings. By contributing in class discussions, we will all learn from each other. Please remember to be respectful and courteous when asking questions and interacting with each other in class.  

Required texts: Available at the University Bookstore (also on reserve in Rutherford library).


•
Seremetakis, C.N. 1994. The Senses Still. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


•
Desjarlais, R. 1992. Body and Emotion: The Aesthetics of Illness and Healing in the Nepal Himalayas. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.


•
Stoller, P. 1997. Sensuous Scholarship. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.


•
Roseman, M. 1993. Healing Sounds from the Malaysian Rainforest: Temiar Music and Medicine. Berkeley: University of California Press.


•
Pink, S. 2004. Home Truths. Oxford: Berg. 

Only parts of these texts will be assigned:


•
Howes, D. 2009. The Sixth Sense Reader. Oxford: Berg.

The following is recommended:


•
Pink, S. 2009. Doing Sensory Ethnography. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

In addition, there will be other assigned readings, to be distributed in class.

Course Policies:


•
Students are expected to actively engage in the learning process. You are expected to come prepared to class, having completed the assigned readings. This will help you get the most out of lectures and to participate in discussions. You are encouraged to ask questions, both in class or privately during office hours. Please remember to turn off cell phones in class!


•
All course requirements must be completed to pass the course. Policy about course outlines can be found in Section 23.4(2) of the University Calendar. Make-up exams are only possible with the submission of proper medical or other valid documents within two working days of the missed exam. See the University Calendar sections 23.5.6 (1a) and 23.5.6 (2) for the midterm and final exams policies.


•
The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of Student Behaviour (online at www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm) and avoid any behaviour that could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts, and/or participation in an offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University. Students are referred to the Code of Student Behaviour, Sections 30.3.2(1), 30.3.2(2), 30.3.6(4), and 30.3.6(5).


•
If you have special needs that could affect your performance in this class, please let me know during the first week of the semester so that appropriate arrangements can be made. You are also advised to contact Specialized Support and Disability Services, 2-800 SUB (phone: 492-3381 or TTY: 492-7269). 


•
Recording of class lectures is permitted only with the prior written consent of the professor or if recording is part of an approved accommodation plan. If permission is granted, the default is that the recording is solely for the personal use of the student to enhance their understanding of the lecture material. If a lecture is to be recorded, the instructor must notify the class that this is taking place. If the recorded lecture is intended for usage beyond individual study, the person making the recording may need to obtain the permission of all other individuals that appear in the recording. This should be verified beforehand by enquiring with the University’s Information and Privacy Office.

Course Requirements:

NOTE: Late-work will not be accepted, unless prior agreement has been made with the professor. A penalty will be levied, consisting of a course grade per day (e.g. an A- paper will be given a B+).

Participation (10%) – This grade will be based on attendance and engagement in classroom discussions. Engagement in the classroom will be assessed through participation in class discussions and activities. You will also be responsible for leading discussion twice in the semester. On the day you are responsible for leading discussion, be sure to come with a brief synopsis of the reading and 3-5 prepared questions. In other words, be able to explain to others what you read, and connect to previous materials and/or current research or events.

Sensory Narrative (10%) – You will write a narrative of a personal illness experience, making an effort to “do” sensory (auto)ethnographic writing. We will return to this narrative and reflexively re-examine your writings at the end of the class, considering how new knowledge of the senses can affect how you interpret and write. Pink’s chapter 8 from Doing Sensory Ethnography may be useful source, especially for the re-examination.

Primary Due Date: January 17

Sensory Everyday Lives (5%) – In this exercise, you will write a reflexive essay on the sensory aspects of everyday life, considering how gender, social class, ethnicity, etc. shape your sensory worlds. This essay should be 4 pages, double-spaced, 10-12 point font.

Due: January 31

Critical analytic book reviews (30%) – You will write three reviews during the semester. These are an opportunity for you to critically engage with and reflect upon the texts. In these papers, include ideas/elements/facts that particularly excited you or make you think of something in a new way. Please note that this is NOT a summary of the author’s argument; rather it is a critical analysis of the ideas s/he poses in the book. Use other sources of knowledge (e.g. your own life experiences, materials from previous classes, etc.—be sure to cite!) as appropriate in your analysis. You will also be responsible for leading discussion on this day. These 2000 word reviews will function as a means to synthesize and interact with the readings, and build critical analytic and writing skills. See handout for more details.

Stoller Due Date: January 24

Desjarlais Due Date: February 14

Roseman Due Date: March 14

Research project (15% presentation; 30% paper) – This is an opportunity to further delve into a topic of personal interest. To facilitate progress and give you timely feedback, I am asking you to hand in a paper outline and annotated bibliography. This will not be given letter grades, but rather be marked as acceptable (or not), and more importantly, provide you some guidance. You will also share with others your key ideas/finding(s) through a 15-minute presentation. Presentations will be in-class in the last two classes. The written paper should involve an in-depth theoretical analysis utilizing academic sources, however you may include popular sources where appropriate (e.g. websites, magazines, etc.). See handout on presentation and paper requirements.

Presentation Due Date: varies; see sign-up sheet

Paper Outline & Annotated Bibliography Due Date: Feb. 28

Provide a 1 page outline of your paper, including a thesis statement and headings/subheadings. This is a work in progress, so do not feel that this outline is set in stone; rather, it is an opportunity to present your initial thoughts and receive feedback. An annotated bibliography consisting of 3-5 key sources should be included.

Written Paper Due Date: Apr. 15, 4 PM – electronic copies are preferred, but if you choose to hand in a hard copy, it may be handed in at the Anthropology main office, 13-15 Tory Building (note the main office is closed for lunch, 12-1 PM)

Grading Criteria:

The University of Alberta uses a letter grading system with a four-point scale of numerical equivalents for calculating grade point averages. Grades reflect judgments of student achievement made by instructors. These judgments are based on a combination of absolute achievement and relative performance in a class. 

	Letter Grade
	Approximate Final Mark (%) in this Course
	Work Description


	Excellent

	          A
	90-94
	

	          A-
	85-89
	


	Good

	          B
	74-79
	

	          B-
	70-73
	


	Satisfactory

	          C
	63-66
	

	          C-
	60-62
	

	          D+
	56-59
	Poor

	          D
	50-55
	Minimal Pass

	          F
	0-49
	Failure


LECTURE SCHEDULE

Note: Articles assigned will be posted on eclass. The readings will be confirmed in the class the week before. 

	WEEK & DATES
	TOPIC
	READINGS

	1 – January 10
	Introduction
	Howes Intro, 5; McCallum 1996; Corbin 2005 

	2 – January 17
	Sensuous Anthropology
	Howes Part1, 9; Seremetakis

	3 – January 24
	Embodying the Senses
	Stoller; Ingold 2004

	4 – January 31
	Engendering the Senses
	Pink; Classen 2005

	5 – February 7
	Visual Cultures
	Sacks 2005

	6 – February 14
	Conceptualizing Senses, Bodies, Healing
	Howes 13, 14, 17; Desjarlais

	7 – February 21-25
	READING WEEK
	

	8 – February 28
	Smell Cultures
	Hinton et al. 2006

	9 – March 7
	Taste Cultures
	Peterson; Khare; Carmichael & Sayer; Shepard 2004

	10 – March 14
	Auditory Cultures
	Roseman; Sterne 2003; Samuels et al. 2010

	11 – March 21
	Touch Cultures
	Selections from Classen’s 2005 reader


McLuhan; Desjarlais 2005; Solomon 2010; Hay 2008; Hinton et al. 2008; Keating & Hadder 2010; Throop 2008

	Pink chapt. 8 recommended

	13 – April 4
	Presentations
	

	14 – April 11
	Presentations
	


