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304 Accolade West
Days and Time: 
Thursdays 11:30am - 2:30pm

Course Directors: 
Zulfikar Hirji

Natasha Myers

Web Sites:

http://www.yorku.ca/laps/anth/faculty/zhirji/
http://www.yorku.ca/nmyers
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zhirji@yorku.ca



nmyers@yorku.ca
Offices:


Hirji: 2040 Vari Hall



Myers: 2032 Vari Hall

Telephones:

Hirji: 416 736 2100 (extension 77783)



Myers: 416 736 2100 (extension 22394) ON LEAVE FALL TERM 2012

Office Hours:

Hirji: 

Course Website: 
http://sensingsensoria.wordpress.com/
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course inquires into the relation between the perceptible and the imperceptible, as well as the role of the senses in what we know and what we believe. We draw on anthropological studies of vision, touch, smell, taste, hearing, and move beyond this five senses model to integrate other sensory modalities. We examine how the senses shape practice, culture, and politics with a particular focus on how the senses are mobilized to secure faith and fact in both the sciences and in religious experience.

The course is designed so that students gain an appreciation of the multidimensionality of the sensorium and learn to analyze sensory hierarchies. Experiential learning forms a crucial component of the courses' laboratory investigations, and students will be invited to develop their own sensory dexterities by conducting mini-ethnographies on and through the senses. Students will also enhance their own knowledge and experience of the senses through lectures, field-trips and working sessions with practitioners from different disciplines.

FALL SEMESTER EVALUATION COMPONENTS & ASSIGNMENTS (detailed notes on all assignments will be provided)

1. FALL SEMESTER - SENSORY STUDIES PROJECT (10%)
I. CONTRIBUTION TO FINAL PRESENTATION (5%)


II. FINAL ESSAY (5%)
2. FALL SEMESTER - SENSING SENSORIA READING REPORTS/BLOGS (10% - 2% each)
I. (THREE) 3 Reflections on the readings and (TWO) 2 Responses to your colleagues’ reflections. See below for requirements.

3. FALL SEMESTER – SENSORY SCHOLARSHIP PROJECT (20%)
I. PARTICIPATION IN WORKSHOP (Mandatory) 

II. FIELD NOTES (5%)

III. CLASS PRESENTATION (5%)

IV. FINAL PROJECT (10%)

4. FALL SEMESTER - ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION (10%)
I. ATTENDANCE (Attendance is mandatory. More than two unexcused absences in a semester will result in failing the course.)
II. SEMINAR PARTICIPATION (Active participation in group work is required.)

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION

Essays and assignments can be submitted through Turnitin.com

Class Name: Anthropology of the Senses | Class ID: TBA | Password distributed in class.
READINGS & ELECTRONIC ACCESS

You will require a Passport York Account and Internet access to participate in this course. All readings will be available on MOODLE or through the University Library eResources. (See https://moodle11.yorku.ca/) Some readings will be placed on reserve at the Scott Library.

SENSING SENSORIA

All students are required to create a blog using WORDPRESS.COM. Please visit https://en.wordpress.com/signup/
Create an account by generating a user name and a blog address. You must email the instructors the link to your blog (e.g. http://abcdefg.wordpress.com) so that we can add it to the course website and make it accessible. We will walk through the procedure in class.  Blog setup must be completed by September 13. 

The course requires that you post THREE “Sensing Sensoria” reading reports/reflections on this blog site over the course of the fall semester. Each reflection must be a minimum of 400 words. Each is a reflection on the readings. In addition you must post TWO responses to your colleagues’ reading reports/reflections. These must be minimum 150 words and offer a thoughtful response to further discussion. Examples will be provided in class. Reflections must be posted by 7p.m. the evening before class. Responses to blogs can be posted anytime in the semester.
FALL SEMESTER COURSE SYLLABUS & CALENDAR

	SESSION & DATE
	LECTURES & EVENTS
	Key THemes/Questions/ Learning Objectives
	REQUIRED READINGS & MATERIALS (Please check the Moodle Site for up-to-date list of readings)
	SENSORY SALON 

	1

Thurs. Sept. 6
	Overview of the Course
	· Understand the schedule and the differences between lectures and labs

· Understand how to access to course materials and Moodle site

· Begin to gain an insight into the aims of the course and its requirements
	TBA
	

	2

Thurs. Sept. 13
	Lecture

The 5 Senses
	· What is anthropology?

· Identify (in general terms) key concepts used in social anthropology 

· Identify (in general terms) some of the topics that anthropologists examine.
· Begin to outline the manner in which the senses are expressed in religion, science and in Western and non-Western contexts 

· What is the ‘5’ senses approach to the study of the sensorium, and does it work?
	TBA
	

	3

Thurs. Sept. 20
	Lab 

Working with the sensory/sensorium
	· Different sensoria – can you actually separate these – breaking existing paradigms – flexing anthropological muscles – ethnographic entry experience of the world – modeling the world
	TBA
	

	4

Thurs. Sept 27
	Lecture

Beyond the 5 Senses


	· Identify senses beyond the 5 senses?

· Begin to consider the complexity of a multi-sensorial approach and the diversity of ways in which to think about the senses.

· Begin to problematise texts that take a ‘5 senses approach’  - challenge dominant paradigms – link to the mission of an anthropological enquiry into the senses and what it means to be human/non-human 
	TBA
	

	5

Thurs. Oct. 4
	Lab

SENSORY STUDIES PROJECT – PART 1

Create a Multi-Sensory Museum/Experience
	With a partner – design and begin to consider a small multi-sensory experience/object for your visitor – take an everyday object and consider how to curate an experience of it in the context of a museum
	TBA
	

	6

Thurs. Oct. 11
	Lecture 

Sensory Worlds – exteriority –

embodiment, space and architecture
	· Reimagining bodies through sensory practice
· Building sensory worlds through architectural practice
	TBA
	Kathryn Travis: Raving

	7

Thurs. Oct. 18
	Lab

SENSORY STUDIES PROJECT – PART 2
	Bring in your object and do a presentation of your object in a ‘walk-about’ – what are the challenges of presenting a sensory experience – building vocabulary for the sensory
	TBA
	

	8

Thurs. Oct. 25
	Lecture

The Sensory Self/ Interiority and Embodiment
	· Spirituality and religious practice in modernity – transcending the body

· Architectures of houses of worship

· An exploration of the interiority of the senses and experience through life histories
	TBA
	

	Co-curricular Week – no class

	9

Thurs.

Nov. 9
	Lab & Guest Lecture
Sensory Scholarship PHASE 1: ETHNOGRAPHIC METHODS WORKSHOP & PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
	· This experiential learning activity involves developing methods and language to engage with different dimensions of the sensorium. The aim is to prepare yourself to undertake sensory scholarship. Topics will be pre-selected.

	TBA
	

	10

Thurs. Nov. 16
	Project

Sensory Scholarship PHASE 2: RESEARCH & FIELDWORK


	· Conduct individual research.

	
	

	11

Thurs. Nov. 22
	Presentations 

Sensory Scholarship PHASE 3: Presentation and Critique
	· Class presentations (fishbowls).
	
	

	12

Thurs.

Nov. 29
	Presentations

Sensory Scholarship PHASE 3: Presentation & Critique

Sensory Scholarship

PHASE 4: Final Project Submission

Date TBA
	· Class presentations (fishbowls).

	
	


POLICY ON MANDATORY ATTENDANCE AND SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments should be submitted through Turnitin. Late assignments will be penalized. Five (5) percentage points of their total value for the course will be deducted for every day an assignment is late (including weekends), up to a period of four days.  After four days, the assignment will not be accepted and you will receive a grade of zero (0).  

If you have a valid medical or other reason for turning in an assignment late, please contact the course directors immediately. 

POLICY ON EXTENSIONS

Extensions will be granted only when you have a valid medical or personal reason or in the case of an emergency.  You should discuss your request for extension with the course directors well in advance.  You will be asked to provide a doctor’s note from the doctor (MD) who is treating you (i.e., not from a family member or friend).  Please note that all notes are verified.
POLICY ON PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY:

All student work must reflect the principles of academic integrity. Students are expected to adhere to York’s standards of academic integrity. Acts of plagiarism will be penalized. Please review the York Academic Honesty policy at: http://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/legislation/senate/acadhone.htm 

We encourage you to review the interactive on-line Tutorial for students on ‘academic integrity’ at: http://www.yorku.ca/academicintegrity/tutorial.htm 


Please contact the course directors if you have any questions about plagiarism.
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