Given the circumstances. Under the circumstances. In light of the circumstances. Despite the
circumstances. If circumstances allow. Such familiar, unremarkable terms are used frequently

(but not exclusively) to denote presents tensed by conditions of varying degrees of crisis and
disruption. This presentation considers the relation between these senses of circumstance and the
concept of atmosphere. It takes as its point of departure the fact that both terms gesture towards
some form of influential ‘surround’. It then speculates about a series of questions includi
following: How are circumstances accounted for in atmospheric terms? What does.
a circumstantial account of atmospheres? How do concepts of circumstance an
participate in the political atmospheres of the present?
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