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“This is a ground-breaking book for understanding the mysteries of everyday 
life and as well as the role of intimacy in the new regime of urbanity.” 
— Orvar Löfgren, Lund University 

 

“Cruces shows us the modest miracle of how we make the world inhabitable. 
We are in his debt.” — Ben Highmore, University of Sussex 
 

“The thesis is original, the argument rigorous, the writing elegant—we are 
delighted to discover that poetry is not reserved for poets….Francisco Cruces 
succeeds brilliantly in combining the critical function of the social sciences 
with a vision that helps us live better.” — Jean-Claude Kaufmann, 
honorary research director, The French National Centre for Scientific 
Research (CNRS) 
 

“Francisco Cruces captures the authentic yearning beneath consumer society's 
commodification of coziness….these micro-spaces of secure subjectivity are 
now under siege from the competitive self-making urged by neoliberalism and 
enabled by social media.” — Dorothy Noyes, The Ohio State University; 
President of American Folklore Society 
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ABOUT THIS BOOK 

In Metropolitan Intimacies: An Ethnography on the Poetics of Daily Life, Francisco Cruces examines intimacy and meaning-

making in metropolitan residents’ daily lives. An ethnography based on rich micro-stories, Cruces situates life 

poetics amongst other metropolitan processes in three major cities—Madrid, Montevideo, and Mexico City—to 

reveal the complex meanings around modern urbanity. 
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