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Friday, November 21, 2025  

3:00pm
(CET)

3:30pm –
4:20pm
(CET)  

Flash Talks: 
Pandemic Frames: Histories, Spaces, Impacts

Chair: Savannah Schaufler

“Haruka Sakaguchi and Marvin Heiferman: Photography and Living through the
COVID-19 World”

      Corey Dzenko (Monmouth University, USA)

“The Importance of ‘Open Air’ for Health: Environmental and Medical
Intersections” 

      Clare Hickman (Newcastle University, UK) 

“Considerations of Post-Pandemic Life” 
      Jasmine B. Ulmer & James Salvo (Wayne State University, USA)

“COVID-19 at the Zoo: Racial Capitalism, Immunity, and the Zoo”
      Ishaan Selby (Concordia University, CA)

BREAK
4:35pm –
4:50pm
(CET)  

“Remembering Air”
Jeff Diamanti (University of Amsterdam, NLD) 

3:10pm –
3:30pm
(CET)

Keynote Talk 

Chair: Tatiana Konrad 

“Environment, Health, and Well-being” (Michigan State University Press)
      Tatiana Konrad, Series Editor

“Environment, Senses and Emotions” (University of Exeter Press)
      Becky Taylor, Commissioning Editor

4:20pm –
4:35pm
(CET)  

Book Series: Insights from Editors

Chair: Tatiana Konrad 

Opening Remarks 

Tatiana Konrad & Savannah Schaufler 
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4:50pm –
5:50pm
(CET)  

“Material Flows in Landscapes of Injustice”
      Nikiwe Solomon (University of Cape Town, SA)

“Future Tense: The Role of Race, Risk, and Environmental Justice” 
      Helen Bond (Howard University, USA)

“Decolonizing Environmental Justice: Centering Black and Indigenous Solutions
to the Climate Crisis” 

      Autumn Asher BlackDeer & Sierra Roach Coye (University of Denver, USA)

“A Deep, Slow, Strenuous Breath: Art in the Shadows of Capitalist World-
Ecologies”

      Raphaelle Occhietti (Independent Scholar, CA/IT)

“Thinking over the Airwaves: Immediate Connection in Geoff Ryman’s Air and
Tade Thompson’s The Wormwood Trilogy”

       Arthur Rose (University of Exeter, UK)

Closing Remarks 

Tatiana Konrad & Savannah Schaufler 

6:50pm –
7:00pm
(CET)  

BREAK
6:00pm –
6:15pm
(CET)  

Flash Talks: 
Ecologies of Justice: Breathing, Creating, Speculating

Chair: Savannah Schaufler  

6:15pm –
6:50pm
(CET)  

“Smell, Worldmaking, and Health”
Hsuan L. Hsu (University of California, Davis, USA) 

Keynote Talk 

Chair: Tatiana Konrad 

“Transcribing Our Weathers”
      Becky Lyon (Independent Artist, Goldsmiths, University of London, UK)

5:50pm –
6:00pm
(CET)  

Art Intermezzo 

Chair: Tatiana Konrad 
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This project explores air from two distinct perspectives: pollution and pandemics. While air pollution
has been an issue for centuries, it is through the COVID-19 pandemic that humanity worldwide has
acutely and concurrently recognized the physical presence of air. The largely airborne virus has made
air dangerous, whereas such phenomena as masks, social distancing, and significantly reduced social
interaction—key tools in fighting the spread of the virus—further emphasize the polluted nature of air.
This interpretation parallels environmental views on air pollution as a critical global threat.

Moreover, the project examines the role of racism in perpetuating current environmental and health
crises and, through race, engages with the problem of environmental justice. The project raises
several concerns: How does the virus challenge and emphasize the idea of air being polluted? How
does wearing masks correlate with filtering air, protecting air, and believing in clean air? How does
social distancing both help fight the spread of the disease and generate the myth that we can partition
air, and thus do not breathe common air? How can the danger of air infected with the virus help
reinforce the alarming nature of environmental degradation, including through air pollution, and
mobilize humanity to work toward a healthier environment?

The project examines the changing meanings of air through environmental and medical humanities,
literary and cultural studies, race studies, and history. Via this transdisciplinary approach, it
foregrounds the coronavirus as flash point for new meanings of unclean air. Tracing the history of
airborne pandemics through literary and cultural narratives, the project establishes linkages among
air, viruses, pollution, and the human, and thus contributes to the environmental humanities through
its unique approach to planetary degradation, air pollution, and environmental health.

Project Website: https://airproject.univie.ac.at/

Project Overview

Books: 

Konrad, Tatiana. (ed.) Imagining Air: Cultural Axiology and the Politics of Invisibility. Exeter:

University of Exeter Press, 2023. 

Konrad, Tatiana. (ed.) Race and Environmental Justice in the Era of Climate Change and COVID-

19. East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 2025. 

Konrad, Tatiana. (ed.) Materiality of Air. Exeter: University of Exeter Press, 2025. 

Special Issues: 

Konrad, Tatiana, and Savannah Schaufler. (ed.) Special Issue “Cultures of Airborne Diseases,”

Open Cultural Studies 8 (2024). 

Konrad, Tatiana, and Savannah Schaufler. (ed.) Special Issue “The COVID-19 Pandemic: An

Environmental Humanities Perspective,” Ecocene: Cappadocia Journal of Environmental

Humanities 6.2 (forthcoming, Dec. 2025). 

Key Publications

Project: Air and Environmental Health in 
the (Post-)COVID-19 World 
Funder: Austrian Science Fund (FWF)
Principal Investigator: Tatiana Konrad

https://airproject.univie.ac.at/
https://www.exeterpress.co.uk/products/imagining-air?variant=42863531917500
https://e-book.fwf.ac.at/o:2031
https://e-book.fwf.ac.at/o:2031
https://www.exeterpress.co.uk/products/materiality-of-air?variant=44132484055228
https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/culture/8/1/html


Imagining Air: Cultural Axiology and 
the Politics of Invisibility
Edited by Tatiana Konrad
University of Exeter Press (2023)
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Race and Environmental Justice in the Era of 
Climate Change and COVID-19
Edited by Tatiana Konrad
Michigan State University Press (2025)
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Materiality of Air 
Edited by Tatiana Konrad
University of Exeter Press (2025)



Environment, Health, and Well-being
Series Editor: Tatiana Konrad
Michigan State University Press

Book Series
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Environment, Senses and Emotions
Series Editor: Tatiana Konrad
University of Exeter Press

Book Series

PROGRAM: 
“AIR MATTERS” 9


