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What does the way you perceive the world say about yourself? While one might be tempted to
treat perception as a passive reception of external stimuli, contemporary approaches conceive it as
a form of activity. In other words, when we open our eyes, the way the world unfolds in front of
us is not a mere matter of physiology or receptors. The activity of perception is an activity of
interpretation that is soaked in our history, culture, and personal preferences. As such, perception
is not anonymous: it displays a certain style.

This idea of the style of perception has been supported by phenomenology (Merleau-Ponty, 1945;
Fanon, 1952), the social sciences (Bourdieu, 1979; Classen, 1993), and the history of art
(Wollheim, 1987). In more recent years, the study of the style of perception has taken various
directions. For instance, it has been translated into the question of whether we perceive the world
in a biased fashion or whether past cultures perceptually engaged with the world in fundamentally
different ways.

Today, the matter of the style of perception is even more pressing. We live in a social world where
technology is deeply enmeshed in everyday activity. From a perceptual level, we are witnessing a
radical change in the contents of our perception: while algorithms curate our visual fields, Al
influences the production of images and sound. On a social level, instead, social groups reinforce
their identities within digital echo-chambers. What are the consequences of such social and
technological shifts for our style of perception? How do media impact our capacity to see? And
how does the shift in perceptual activity impact our sense of being individuals with a certain
identity?

The conference Styles of Perception. From Historical Perspectives to the Digital Age aims to
explore these latter interrogatives. The conference is divided into two parts. In the first part, we
seek to investigate the concept of the style of perception more broadly. We will explore how
perceptual experiences are never passive, but rather an ongoing activity of making sense that
cannot be dissociated from the subject's identity, and how one’s culture and sense of belonging
might influence such perceptual activity. In the second part, we will put an emphasis on how the
contemporary material and technological landscapes influence the way we perceive the world and
ourselves.

As the goal of this project is to bring together scholars from various disciplines to dialogue on the
bidirectional relationship between the sense of identity and the activity of perception, keynote
speakers will have different backgrounds and methods. Confirmed keynote speakers are:


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2Fstylesofperception%2Fhome&data=05%7C02%7Csenses%40concordia.ca%7Cee92da075d324a9e8a1f08de963c39bd%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C639113382571227835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Llx3rNXLJjfLqz8fgUXB6hOnIlCV30lwz3gUIhhP0mg%3D&reserved=0

e Dr Ludmila Lupinacci (University of Leeds)

e Prof Clare Mac Cumbhaill (Durham University)

e Dr William Tullett (University of York)

e Dr Pablo Fernandez Velasco (University of Stirling)

We warmly invite postgraduate students and recent doctoral graduates (within one year of
award) to submit an abstract. As this conference explores the complex relationship between
perception, identity, and the social world, our discussions will be guided by two primary directions.
First, how our self-concept, social background, and historical context act as a lens that filters and
structures our sensory experience; second, and conversely, how situated perception grounds our
sense of being a person in the world.

We welcome submissions from various disciplines, addressing research questions, including, but
not limited to, the following:

e How can we define the concept of a ‘style of perception’?

» How do social categories, biases, and prior beliefs cognitively penetrate or shape our
perceptual experiences?

« In what ways is our perceptual apparatus historically and culturally contingent?

* How do embodiment and social interactions (both physical and digital) forge our
perceptual reality and our sense of self?

« How do social structures scaffold our perceptual activity?

o Is our sense of self fundamentally dependent on the way we perceive the world?

How to Apply:

e Deadline: 1 May 2026.

e Word Count: Abstracts should be a maximum of 350 words.

e How to Apply: Please submit your application and abstract via our Google Form.

e Funding & Hospitality: We are pleased to provide travel bursaries (up to £200) for
researchers who require financial assistance. Additionally, all catering during the
conference, including a buffet and a social dinner, will be fully covered for
participants.

e The event will be fully in person.

o For more information, see the website or contact: stylesperception(@outlook.com
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